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This is the Newsletter of SEARS, the 
South Essex Amateur Radio Society.

President:  Dave Speechley, G4UVJ
Chairman:  Terry Howchem, G1FBW
Secretary:  Mark Callow, 2E0RMT
Treasurer:  Dave Ellis, G4AJY.

March is here already!  The year is racing away.  The Rally is behind 
us and we're only a couple of months away from our first field event 
of the season.  2017 is going to be packed, too, because this is the 
SEARS 35th anniversary year.

Your committee is putting together a couple of celebratory events 
to mark this milestone which I'm sure everyone will enjoy.  And this 
is in addition to our packed program of field events, ensuring 
there's something for everybody.

If you're a new licensee, you're particularly welcome at the 
microphone, morse key or keyboard, with more experienced 
operators to sit with you guiding you if necessary.  Everyone gets a 
chance to have a go, whatever mode of transmission you enjoy.  
And of course, free barbecue goodies for all SEARS attendees.

This month's newsletter has plenty of interesting articles for you to 
skim through - a report on Dave Speechley's superb talk in 
February,  news of the Club Annual Dinner,  and excerpts from the 
SEARS submission to the Club of the Year award among other 
useful items.  I hope you find it informative and enjoyable.

Dave/G4AJY

Founded
in 1982

Affiliated with 
the RSGB

From the Editor's Desk

@gx4rse www.facebook.com/GX4RSE/ 
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News
The SEARS Mission Statement

Not everyone will have noticed that we recently added our Mission 
Statement to the Club web page.  You can see it by clicking on the 
link at the top left corner of this page.  However, to save you the 
trouble here it is:

SEARS Mission Statement

1. To promote and further Amateur Radio in South East Essex.
2. To provide education and training as required in the community and 

amongst our members in radio communication, telegraphy, and 
electronics.

3. To participate in community events where our aims are mutually 
compatible, such as are organised for Museums, Scouting, 
Windmills, etc

4. To conduct Amateur-Radio associated social events for our own 
members and interested members of the public.

5. To ensure a continuous supply of licensed and experienced 
operators available to help front line services in the event of a major 
emergency.
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SEARS is proud that, under 
article 5, our very own Club 
Secretary, Mark/2E0RMT, is 
a l s o a c t i n g C o u n t y 
Contoller and Emergency 
Planning Officer for Raynet 
Essex, the emergency 
communications service.

http://www.southessex-ars.co.uk/


 

 
SEARS Newsletter
SEARS Club Night, Feb 14th 2017.
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This month's Club Night gave President Dave Speechley/G4UVJ the 
floor to bring us part 2 of the talk on his days as a radio repairman.  
He continued on from part 1 by telling us about how the building 
strike forced him to give up his work as a master rebar designer, 
move to Canvey with his wife, and go into radio repairs while taxi 
driving part time to put bread on the table.

What followed was a delightful tour de force of anecdotes from those 
heady days when radios and electronic items were repaired instead 
of scrapped.  Dave's knowledge of the whole subject is 
encyclopaedic, and he interspersed his delivery with plenty of 
technical content - schematics, explanations of circuitry and 
conversions, etc.

Many of those present enjoyed seeing photographs of old PMR sets 
from the earliest times, often converted for CB and ham use.

For me, the most impressive thing about Dave's experiences is his 
ability to fix just about anything that isn't actually breathing.  
Altogether a first-class evening - thanks, Dave.

http://www.southessex-ars.co.uk/
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Foundation Training
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SEARS have had good pass 
rates with the candidates they 
t r a i n e d f o r t h e O f C o m 
Foundation examinations.

With their new licenses, the 
students are able to set up their 
own amateur radio stations and 
go on the air.

Several have progressed onto 
the Intermediate License and 
some are studying for the 
Advanced License.  Two of our 
recent licensees are among 
those currently working through 
the SEARS Morse Course.

If you have a friend or relative 
who would like to get into our 
hobby, which combines the thrill 
of getting your own station on 
the air with the great social 
activity the Club fosters, he or 
she can enrol now for our next 
Foundation course. It starts on 
Friday evening, April 21st, and 
continues for the following five 
Fridays.

Enrol here:

http://www.southessex-
ars.co.uk/training2.html

Above:  Training  Manager  Steve/
M0UEH  (left)  and  lead  Trainer 
Pete/M0PSX.

http://www.southessex-ars.co.uk/
http://www.southessex-ars.co.uk/training2.html
http://www.southessex-ars.co.uk/training2.html
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Hot off the Press!  SEARS Club Night March 14th.
SEARS members were treated to an excellent talk at 
the Club Night on March 14th when Mr. Peter Waters/
G3OVJ,  Director of Waters and Stanton, gave a talk 
on Amateur Radio antenna

Peter's experience began in the early 1960s, when he 
started out with an R107 receiver and home-brew 
two-valve transmitter.

He has been involved in the genre ever since, both as 
a practicing amateur and businessman.

The talk began with the simplest dipole and a brief explanation of how it 
works.  This led on to the Windom antenna, with details of construction and 
function.  Peter described his own experiences and experiments with the 
Windom, and continued with the doublet.

We were shown how these simple antennas could be built in the form an 
inverted V with its attendant low angle of radiation.  This section concluded 
with the G5RV, dispelling some of the myths around this amazingly popular 
antenna.

Verticals were discussed briefly, and the Hustler in particular.  Their great 
virtue in small footprint was compared to their main disadvantage - noise.

Beams were discussed next, with both theory and practical implementation 
diagrams and explanations.  We were shown how traps could reduce size 
and permit multi-frequency operation.

The SteppIr antenna was covered in good detail.  The mechanical details of 
its operation were explained, particularly its ability to reverse directionality 
electrically.  A number of applications were presented.

Peter's talk was informative and enjoyable.  He is a personable speaker, 
and knows his subject well.  Thanks, Peter, for an informative and enjoyable 
evening

http://www.southessex-ars.co.uk/
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SEARS Annual Dinner

It's  that  time of the year again - the famous SEARS Annual  Dinner.  
Unlike most organisations, we don't have a Christmas Dinner.  In order 
to  avoid  the  crush  and  problems  associated  with  trying  to  get  a 
suitable restaurant booking at that time of year,  we have our Xmas 
Social at the December Club Night every year instead.

In January and February we're all preoccupied with preparation for the 
Rally, the Rally itself, and recovering from the Rally.  So in March our 
thoughts begin to return to that missed Xmas Dinner . . .

SEARS likes to combine that missed meal with a reward for the Rally 
workers.   If  you were helping at  the Rally,  you're entitled to a 50% 
subsidy from the Club.  This applies to your spouse or partner if you 
bring him or her along.  Other Club members are very cordially invited, 
but no discount I'm afraid.

However, this is an event not to be missed.  We've booked our favourite 
restaurant again this year, the Bell and Chimes at Rettendon for March 
25th, 7.30 pm.  This is one of the few places where the Manager and 
Chef don't keep changing every year or two, and it shows in the great 
menu, super food, and first-class service.  We hope you'll join us.

Contact:  Social Secretary Mark/2E0RMT, mark.callow@yahoo.co.uk 

http://www.southessex-ars.co.uk/
mailto:mark.callow@yahoo.co.uk
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Raspberry Pi at SEARS

After the last article about our 
annual Club Dinner, some may 
think this is also on the theme 
of food.  But those of you in 
the  know  will  realise  that 
Raspberry  Pi  isn't  something 
you  eat,  it's  a  very  low-cost 
miniature computer.

It  can be used for just about 
any  task  you  can  dream  up, 
and is so cheap you can afford 
to  build  yours  into  a  project 
and then go buy another one 
for the next project.

Knowing  just  what  it  can  do 
and  how  to  use  it  is  key.  
Luckily, we have an expert on 
that  right  here  in  Essex,  the 
well-known  Peter  Onion/
G0DZB, a keen amateur radio 
enthusiast and Pi/Arduino ace.

Peter has kindly agreed to give 
a talk at the next club night, 
April  11th entitled "Using the 
Raspberry  Pi  in  Amateur 
Radio."   Peter  is  a  good 
speaker  and  his  talk  will  be 
both  interesting  and  useful.  
Don't miss it!

Photograph:  Peter Onion/G0DZB.
Normally, Peter has his motorcycle and 
KX3 with him, and may well do on the 
evening - but his presentation will  be 
excellent either way.

http://www.southessex-ars.co.uk/
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2016 Club of the Year

With 2016 well and truly behind us, the time has come to review that 
year and try to decide which is the Club of the Year, known as COTY.

This is an RSGB award, sponsored by Walters and Stanton.  SEARS 
has already submitted an entry, meeting the deadline of February 28th 
2017.

The theme for the year is "Promoting Amateur Radio" in two categories 
- clubs less than 25 members, and all the others.  SEARS, of course, 
is among "the others."

Each of the twelve RSGB regions will produce a winner for that region 
(judged independently from another region).  All the regional winners 
are then entered for the national winner award.  Their are winners' 
prizes, but details have yet to be announced.

We feel that SEARS is in a stong position this year.  Here are a few 
extracts from our submission:

Question:  "What did you do to promote Amateur Radio?"

Submission:  "We  attract a fair number of visitors to our field events 
because of the way we operate, with club members always looking to 
strike up conversations with passers by.  During 2016 this resulted in 
three new members, all of whom have worked through our Foundation 
License training and obtained their licenses.

"We have placed well-designed advertisements for the hobby and our 
club in many local supermarkets and a community hall, etc, leading to 
new enquiries for Foundation training.

"We have managed to get some of our events reported in the local 
press."

http://www.southessex-ars.co.uk/
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2016 Club of the Year

Question: "What other club activities did you undertake in 2016 that you are 
most proud of?"

Submission: "We increased our membership by 50% altogether during 
2016.  The new members came from contacts at field events and successful 
Foundation candidates.

"We organised the well-known Canvey Rally for the 31st year.  This 
attracted almost 500 visitors.  From the profits we donated £100 towards 
ERG (Essex Repeater Group).

"We organised 2 club barbecues for our members, which helps to cement 
friendships and provides encouragement to new members.  These are free 
of charge, paid for from club funds."

Supporting information:

"Our club is known in Essex as “The Friendly Club.”  This is because we are 
always very welcoming to everyone, especially new members.  We do not 
suffer any of the unfortunate political problems evidenced in some clubs, 
and our committee meetings always run smoothly and amicably.  This is 
reflected in the ambience of the club.

"We nurture new licensees.  They are invited to the homes of some 
committee members for demonstrations of station setup, antenna 
installation, and invited to operate with guidance and advice as required.  
This is a good way of preventing the “fade-away” effect seen in many new 
licensees.

"We use rally profits to keep our equipment up to date and to support 
amateur activities and charities.  This year we purchased several new items, 
including an Elecraft K3 Transceiver, a Motorola DM4600 DMR base station 
transceiver, a Windom antenna, a second laptop for logging, and a number 
of smaller things.  This has encouraged members to operate more and also 
attracted new membership.  We also donated £100 to ERG (the Essex 
Repeater Group)."

http://www.southessex-ars.co.uk/
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Got something to sell?

Don't forget the SEARS website has 
a "For Sale" page where all things 
ham can be advertised for free, and 
there's no commission charge 
either.  The page has a good record 
for successful selling.  And at the 
moment there's a very tasty 
Motorola DM4600 rig for sale, 
immaculate and hardly used.

http://www.southessex-ars.co.uk/

 

Do you recognise this lapel badge?  It 
was found in the takings from the Rally.  
Maybe it fell in, or maybe one of our 
helpers on the door or in the kitchen took 
pity on am impoverished visitor and 
accepted it in lieu of payment . . .

If it's yours and you want it back, please 
contact me at djellis32@yahoo.com

 

http://www.southessex-ars.co.uk/
http://www.southessex-ars.co.uk/forsale.html

