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From the Editor's Desk

Welcome to the first edition of the reinstated SEARS newsletter. |
use the term “reinstated” loosely, since the new version will be
quite different to its ancient ancestor, “EARS.”

In those days, the world-wide web hadn’t been invented, so EARS
had to be distributed in hard copy. In addition, with no website,
the magazine had to carry all club information etc, and so was
bulky. And, worst of all, it turned out to be quite costly to
produce.

This version will only be produced electronically and distributed
via the club mailshot. It will be slim. And it will be cost nothing to
produce or receive.

But, you say, we already have a really good website. Why do we
need a newsletter? Sadly, not everyone has the time or
opportunity to log onto the website to catch up. This newsletter
will fill that gap with a very brief resumé of recent events (within
the last month or so) and reminders about upcoming events.
When appropriate, it will carry short articles of interest to our
members.

Dave/G4AJY
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News

Our New Home

With more than a little reluctance, SEARS has moved home again. CPDC,
the local council, have sold our old venue, Swans Green Hall. Our last

meeting there was the Christmas Social in December.

On January 9th we moved into our new home, the White House. It’s only
about one mile away from the old venue, so presents no difficulty for travel,
and has turned out to be an improvement over Swans Green. We have
more room, better decor and furniture, and it’s quieter. The parking is more
than adequate, and there’s plenty of room to put an antenna up for radio
nights.
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Photograph: The White House


http://www.southessex-ars.co.uk/

www.http://www.southessex-ars.co.uk February 11th, 2017 Number 1

SEARS Newsletter

The White House is run by a local Charity, Carer’s Choice, to assist disabled
and disadvantaged people. We take 2.5 hours now instead of the old 2 hour
sessions at Swans Green, giving us an extra 15 minutes at each end of the
evening for setting up and clearing away. The cost is only very slightly

the new meeting
place a real
improvement, and
the best we have
had over a number
of moves in recent
years. We hope to
make this our
permanent home
Nnow.

Photograph: Some of the SEARS members who attended the first night at our
new venue, the White House, Thundersley.

How to find us: http:/www.southessex-ars.co.uk/venue.html

SEARS adopts Paypal on website.

Sears now accepts payment made with Paypal. Access is via the Club website.
Pull down the “Information” menu, and it’s the fourth item down. Once on the page,
you can click to pay subs, training fees, or donations. The page also contains
information on how to pay by bank transfer.

We know this modern method of payment is going to be popular because it was
used three times on the very first day it was rolled out on the website.

See http://www.southessex-ars.co.uk/payment. html
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Morse Classes

After a break of a number of years,
SEARS has reinstated Morse classes.
This is a direct result of the many
requests to do so. The first session
was held on Friday January 20th, and
continues over 8 Fridays until March
10th.

The lessons include QSO procedures,
Q code, prosigns, use of BFO/RIT,
abbreviations, etc.

These are conducted by Dave Ellis/
G4AJY, Club Treasurer. If you want
to get on the next course, contact
Dave through the club or at:

djellis32@yahoo.com

SEARS Annual Rally

Numbers were slightly up on last year, as was the profit. Everyone worked
hard, but there were plenty of laughs and great satisfaction in the comradeship,
joshing, and a job well done.
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The annual rally was held
at our usual venue for this
event, The Paddocks on
Canvey Island, on February
5th.

The hall was packed and
sales were brisk. SEARS
members turned out in
good numbers, with the
kitchen fully-staffed, two
members running the Club
Table, and several more on
the door. Vic/G6BHE, Rally The Club Tables
Master, held everything

together nicely by

managing to be in three For more photographs of the rally
different places at once all see http://www.southessex-
day. ars.co.uk/rallypics.html

Training Success

The last SEARS Foundation Training Course was composed of seven
candidates. Five passed the exam on December 9th without incident.
The remaining two were verified later by the RSGB, who had mistakenly
rejected correct answers by the students. That's a 100% pass, so it's
congratulations to all the students, not to forget the trainers.

The next Training Course starts on May 21st, and runs over six
consecutive Friday evenings. Enquiries through the club website or the
Training Manager, Steve/MOEUH, stevesmith@live.co.uk
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The next Training Course South Essex Amateur *-.
starts on May 21st, and o Radio (3 oty 1
runs over six consecutive \ '
Friday evenings. Enquiries
through the club website or
the Training Manager,
Steve/MOEUH,

stevesmith@live.co.uk

Five of the successful candidates

SEARS Donates to ECWARC

Every year, SEARS donates to worthy causes from Rally profits.
Past beneficiaries have included ERG (Essex Repeater Group),
Cancer Research, British Heart Foundation, Essex Air
Ambulance, etc.

This year the Committee
voted to make their
donation to ECWARC,
the Essex CW Amateur
Radio Club. Their aim is
to preserve and further
the use of Morse Code in
the radio amateur
fraternity, offering free
membership and
surviving on donations.
They contribute to
training in the county,
deliver talks at clubs, run
an annual Activity Week,
participate in Club
contests and NFD, etc.

The photograph shows Vic/
G6BHE, SEARS Rally Master,
presenting the donation of £100 to
Steve Cocks/G4ZUL, Treasurer of
ECWARC.
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